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High requirements set for mill rolls applied for hot a plastic working of steel incline for
searching for new materials or modifications of the already used ones. One of such mate-
rials is alloy mottled cast iron, spheroidal, chromium-nickel GJS-HV300(SiCrNi2-3) [1–6].
This material of a pearlite-bainitic matrix found an application, among others, for mill rolls
in hot mills in the finishing stands group [1, 2]. It meets the expectations of users of mill
rolls in hot mills in the scope of its hardness and abrasion resistance. However, the basic
shortcoming of this cast iron is its relatively high price (on account of 3.5% of nickel) as
well as a very small crack resistance, especially important in the case of rolls used in shape
mills. Due to this, there are problems in applying this cast steel e.g. for rolls applied for
rolling technologically difficult profiles, such as railway rails and channel bars. An im-
provement of a crack resistance of this material can be achieved by the adequate heat treat-
ment [7–9].

Apart from the determination of the transformation kinetics of overcooled austenite
[10], an estimation of the effect of the cooling rate – in the austenitic range – on the volume
fraction of carbide phases and graphite is necessary for designing the optimal heat treatment.

The determination of the influence of the heat treatment on the microstructure of cast
iron GJS-HV300(SiCrNi2-3) was the aim of the present paper (according to the rules: PN-EN).
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Test material constituted a chromium-nickel mottled nodular cast iron GJS-HV300
(SiNiCr2-3). Chemical composition of the investigated cast iron is presented in Table 1. The
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microstructure in as-delivered condition is shown in Figure 1. Test material was sampled
from the cast roll delivered by the manufacturer.

One may see that, this is mottled cast iron with the pearlite-bainitic matrix (with upper
bainite). It is characterized by a high content of ledeburitic cementite (with adjoined hyper-
eutectoid cementite), which creates a continuous network.
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Modification of the investigated cast iron microstructure was carried out by the heat
treatment. Five variants of the heat treatment were performed diversified by the cooling
rate. Austenitizing temperature was 950oC. The temperature was selected on the basis of the

C Mn Si P S Cr Ni Mo 

3.2 0.52 2.24 0.07 0.012 0.53 3.49 0.56 

Mg Cu Al Ti V As Nb Fe 

0.047 0.20 0.008 0.014 0.020 0.002 0.024 bal. 
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research presented in studies [9, 10], as well as so as to comply with the technological po-
tential of the mill rolls manufacturers and to ensure the highest possible solubility of lede-
buritic cementite (with adjoined hypereutectoid cementite) in an austenitic matrix.

Variant I of the heat treatment was characterised by slow cooling (12oC/h) within the
range of austenite occurrence (down to a temperature of 700oC). Further cooling was per-
formed in such a way as to ensure the pearlitic matrix formation (18oC/h).

Variant II of the heat treatment was characterised by slow cooling (12oC/h) to a tem-
perature of 780oC followed by a fast cooling (45oC/h) to a temperature of 700oC. Further
cooling was performed in such a way as to ensure the pearlitic matrix formation (18oC/h).

Variant III of the heat treatment was characterised by fast cooling (45oC/h) within the
range of austenite occurrence (to a temperature of 700oC). Further cooling was performed
in such a way as to ensure the pearlitic matrix formation (18oC/h).

Variant IV of the heat treatment was characterised by slow cooling (12oC/h) within the
range of austenite occurrence (to a temperature of 700oC). Further cooling was performed
in such a way as to ensure the bainitic matrix formation (216oC/h).

Variant V of the heat treatment was characterised by fast cooling (45oC/h) within the
range of austenite occurrence (to a temperature of 700oC). Further cooling was performed
in such a way as to ensure the bainitic matrix formation (216oC/h).
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The applied heat treatments caused significant changes in the microstructure of the
investigated cast iron. The microstructures obtained after the individual variants of the heat
treatment are presented in Figures 2–6.

The heat treatment, regardless of the applied variant, caused a clearly visible fragmen-
tation of lederburitic cementite precipitates as well as a significant decrease of its participa-
tion in a cast iron volume. An increase of graphite precipitates as well as an increase of its
participation in a cast iron volume can be also seen after the heat treatment.
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The cooling rate selection during the heat treatment based on the CCT diagrams within
the eutectoidal transformation allowed to obtain the desired (expected) structure of the ma-
trix. As can be seen in microphotographs presented in Figures 2a, 3a, 4a, 5a and 6a the
pearlitic matrix was obtained in the case of variants I–III, while the bainitic matrix in the
case of variants IV–V.

The bainitic microstructure pattern in the matrix of the investigated cast iron after the
heat treatment, obtained by means of the confocal microscope, is presented in Figure 7.
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A stereological analysis of volume fractions of structural components (VV) was per-
formed by means of the point method, with the application of a network deposited on the
microstructure photographs. For each variant of the heat treatment 30 depositions of the
network were performed. Measurements were done on microphotographs obtained by using
an objective of 50 times magnification. The network with 200 measurement points was
applied.
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The graphical presentations of the volume fraction of individual elements of the micro-
structure for the initial state and for the respective variants of the heat treatment are shown
in Figures 8–13. Standard deviations are also marked in these diagrams.
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Analysing the cast iron microstructure, after the heat treatment performed in such
a way as to obtain the pearlitic matrix (variants I, II and III), one can observe that apart from
pearlite also ferrite and small amounts of spheroidite are present in the matrix. Spheroidite
was absent in the microstructure in as-delivered condition. This occurs due to the fact, that
areas in the vicinity of graphite precipitates undergo decarburisation as the result of the
carbon diffusion towards graphite. It can be seen that this effect intensifies with the cooling
rate increase in the austenitic range. The most probably this is the result of shortening the
possible carbon diffusion path in the matrix of the investigated cast iron. The carbon con-
centration is not equalized in the whole matrix.

In the case of samples heat treated in such a way as to obtain the bainitic structure
(variants IV and V) apart from upper bainite also lower bainite was found in the matrix.
It can be seen that the volume fraction of lower bainite increases and upper bainite de-
creases when the cooling rate in the austenitic range increases.

Differences in the cooling rates in the austenitic range influence essentially an amount
of lederburitic cementite (with adjoined hypereutectoid cementite).

An increased cooling rate after the heat treatments performed in such a way as to
obtain the pearlitic matrix (variants I, II and III) causes the occurrence of larger amounts
of lederburitic cementite (with adjoined hypereutectoid cementite) in the microstructure.
Similar situation is seen in the case of samples after the heat treatment leading to the bainitic
matrix formation (variant IV and V).

It can be also noticed that the amount of lederburitic cementite after each heat treat-
ment is smaller than in as-delivered condition.

An explanation of the above differences requires analysis of changes in a graphite con-
tent. After each variant of the heat treatment a graphite content is larger than in as-delivered
condition. This indicates that during the heat treatment of cast irons containing graphite
a certain part of carbon diffuses to those precipitates causing the matrix to be depleted of
carbon and to diminish the amount of ledeburitic cementite. This process intensifies when
the cooling rate decreases in the austenitic range. A very large amount of graphite, when the
heat treatment of various cooling rates in the austenitic range was applied (variant II), can
be caused by the place of sampling as well as by changes in the carbon diffusion path which
lead to a small increase of areas of a spheroidal structure.

In a similar fashion, in the case of the heat treatment performed to obtain the bainitic
matrix (variant IV and V), it was found that decreasing of the cooling rate in the aus-
tenitic range leads to an increase of the graphite amount in the matrix of the investigated
cast iron.
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Investigations performed during this study allow to formulate several conclusions.
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